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south sides the approach to the hill is covered by a large
swampr half a mile in length, and nearly a quarter of a mile
in breadth, which dries up annually in the summer, but during
the seasonal rains has a general depth of about 3 feet, In
the time of Alexander this must have been a fine sheet of
water, which has been gradually lessened in depth by the
annual washings of silt from the hill above. On the north-
eastern side of the hill there are the remains of two large
buildings, from which I obtained old bricks of the enormpus
sizeof!7|by 11 by 3 inches. Close by there is an old well
which was lately cleared out by some of the wandering tribes.
On the north-western side, 1000 feet distant, there is a low
ridge of rock called Munda-kafiura, from 25 to 30 feet in
height, and about 500 feet in length, which has formerly been
covered with brick buildings. At If mile to the south, there
is another ridge of three small hills, called A rna and little
Sdngala. All these hills are formed of the same dark grey
rock as that of Chanyot and of the Kardna hills to the west of
the Chen4b, which contains much iron, but is not worked on
account of the want of fuel. The production of iron is noticed
by Hwen Thsang.
In comparing this account with the description of the
Chinese pilgrim, I only find two places that can be indentified.
The first is the site of the modern town, which was about a
a mile in circuit, and was situated in the midst of the ruins.
This I take to be the hiU itself, which accords exactly with
the description, and which would certainly have been occupied
in preference to any part of the open plain below, on account
of its security. The second is the stupa of Asoka, which was
situated at rather less than I mile to the north-west of the
monastery inside the town. This I would identify with the
low ridge of rock on the north-west called Mttndapapura, of
which the highest point at the north-western end is 4000 feet,
or more than three-quarters of a mile distant from the central
point of the triangular area of the town. The plain on the